


The Bel Air housing estate BEFORE



To the pride and joy of the residents, the mural painters concerted their efforts in order to 

adorn the walls of these buildings with historical frescos reflecting the community’s identity.

The Bel Air housing estate AFTER… 4 000 m2 of painted walls. A record!



BEFORE

At the initiative of the City Authorities of Chartres, Chartres Habitat, the Public 
Habitation Office, confided the artistic development of the façades of four 
buildings on the Bel Air housing estate to the mural painters of CiteCréation. 



“For Public Housing administrators, the embellishment of facades represents a medium 
that is visible to all. It permits a higher readability of improvements made to housing 
management. The frescos, put at the service of functionality, residents, education and a 
policy of durable valorisation of neighbourhoods, constitute a tangible benefit for those 
who run them.”

AFTER

The Director of the Public Office, Chartres Habitat



The themes of the paintings were discussed and decided upon by the inhabitants
of the buildings.
They chose the Architecture of Chartres city centre for one building, 
The Beauce Region for another, Perfumes for the third, 
And the banks of the River Eure for the fourth. 

They represent four of the characteristic themes which personify the patrimony and the social 

and economic life of Chartres.



Theme chosen : the Architecture of Chartres city centre. 











Theme chosen : The Beauce Region.











Theme chosen : Perfumes.









Theme chosen : The banks of the River Eure.













A project
of mediation
and concertation

Numerous public meetings
gave the residents of Bel Air
the opportunity to participate
in the choice of the themes and
the artwork models which would be 
used in the artistic development
of their buildings. 



Before getting started on 
the active realisation of 
the mural painting project 
for their housing estate, 
the residents of Bel Air 
went to Lyon by bus in 
order to visit the city and 
see for themselves some 
of the walls painted by 
CitéCréation.

They were able to discuss their project with local dignitaries, technicians 
and tenants and housing estate associations during their visits to frescos
in housing areas and the city centre. 

Visit to Lyon 
by the inhabitants 
of Bel Air



A Bel Air resident said :
“Being here in Lyon, looking at all 
these frescos and talking with the 
residents made us start to
believe in Father Christmas!”

A resident of Chartres : 
”Madam the Mayor of Lyon’s 5th district 
came in person to tell us how the 
frescos had radically changed the 
quality of life in her area for the better...”

The Frescos of La Sarra / SACVL



The Frescos of La Sarra / SACVL



Tony Garnier Urban Museum
The OPAC of Greater Lyon

The Towers of Babel
The Alliade Group
(Public housing Company Tax of 1%)



The Diego Rivera Square
SACVL



The People of Lyon Fresco
Private Company funding



Realisation

The residents of Bel Air, 
highly motivated by their 
visit to Lyon, validate the 
project conceived by 
CitéCréation along with 
Chartres Habitat and the 
Chartres City 
Authorities. 

Work may finally begin... 



3 months of 
conception 
and concertation

�� 14 months of work :
Insulation of façades
Preparation of surfaces
Tracing pounding patterns
Painting using acrylic 
paint

A gender-parity Team
consisting of :
A project head
An artistic director
12 mural painters in all 
during the various stages 
of the project



The inauguration,
a neighbourhood celebration!

“I didn’t dare come to the 
meetings you held with the 
residents...because I am so 
terribly shy...
But I have come here today to 
tell you that nobody has ever 
offered me such a beautiful 
present...you cannot possibly 
begin to realize how wonderful 
all this is.”

A Bel Air resident



“Well done everyone!
The Bel Air fresco project has 
been a great success.
The creation of two more 
classes in the local school, 
the opening of new 
neighbourhood shops, the 
creation of a play area and 
the future Tram-train to the 
city centre, all these things  
will very soon complete the 
renaissance of this highly 
colourful part of the city.”

Jean-Pierre GORGES
Deputy Mayor of Chartres 

President of Chartres Habitat



“The walls are the skin
of the residents.

When they feel good within it they 
do not mutilate themselves.

When they are proud of their walls, 
those same walls shall permanently 

protect them.”



Habitants

A resident : “Friends from other areas of the city come here to see our frescos...they can hardly 
believe their eyes...and even tourists come to visit us!”



A resident : “We are really proud of these 
paintings, which we can see from our windows.
I often go downstairs with my small dog to explain 
what they signify to visitors, because a lot of 
groups come to visit them...
Some of them even plan organised trips to here 
from Paris!”



“Many thanks to the mural 
painters of CitéCréation who 
have placed people at the heart 
of their preoccupations.
All their work accompanies, via 
the beauty of the exterior 
façades, the interior renovation 
of the housing.
They are inspiring those 
involved towards better mutual 
understanding, and in this way 
they are accelerating the 
execution of durable urban 
redevelopment projects.”

Laurent Lhuillery
Assistant Mayor of Chartres,

In charge of Event organisation





A resident : “This is quite new to us, all these tourists visiting our council housing
and the journalists who take photos of our houses !”



A resident : “The reason all these people come to see us is that we do not live any old 
where! And if we don’t live any old where it means that we are not just anyone!”



Teenagers from Bel Air : “These paintings are ours. We will do everything to defend them.”





“There cannot be rehabilitation without culture, and integration cannot exist without a cultural 
mix. In the absence of sensitivity and aesthetics within urban zones in difficulty, the field is left 
wide open to violence, to integrisms, to moral terrorism...
Culture is not the guilty party here, but the absence of culture is responsible for many of those 
things.....”

CitéCréation



“Bel Air can once again live up to its name. This area of the city has now 
reclaimed a positive image which reinforces a legitimately revendicated pride 
and identity. And this is because the residents have been consulted, they have 
been able to express their point of view, make their preferences known and 

respected....”

Élisabeth Fromont
Vice-president of Chartres Habitat
First Assistant Mayor of Chartres,

in charge of Social Initiatives and Housing



The frescos of Bel Air in Chartres 
represent a long term economic investment and socia l policy :

The renewed pride of residents
The autoprotection of the estate by its inhabitants

The reduction in problems concerning security
An optimal level of housing occupation

The favouring of social mixing
Durable rehabilitation



CitéCréation
44, Grande Rue 69600 Oullins - France
Tél. : +33 (0)4 78 50 44 57
www.citecreation.fr

Ville de Chartres
Place des Halles 28000 Chartres - France
Tél. : +33 (0)2 37 23 40 00 
www.ville-chartres.fr

Chartres Habitat
23, rue des Bas Bourgs 28003 Chartres Cedex - France 
Tél. : +33 (0)2 37 25 65 25 
www.chartres-habitat.com

More than 470 
frescos all over the 
world since 1978


